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In the year 1347, a ship landed in the harbor of
Messina, Sicily carrying an unwelcome cargo —
the bodies of a plague-ridden crew. Over the
next few years, the disease spread across most
of an unprepared Europe, eliminating around a
third of the population. The survivors could do
nothing but watch their families and friends die a
grim death, as the epidemic swept across the
map following the trade routes. By 1350 the
Black Death had reached Denmark.

Svartsot’s third album “Maledictus Eris” recounts
the tale of the Black Death in Denmark,
beginning prior to its arrival and ending when the
first, and most devastating, bout had passed.
The songs tell the tales of the dying, the dead
and the survivors, their fears, their sadness, their
reactions, and their grief. The church blamed the
disease on the sins of the masses, who, in turn,
blamed the minorities, but all their reasoning
was ill-founded and misguided. Why did the
pious and the heretical die in equal measure?
With no one left to blame, too few remaining to
fulfil the traditional role of sin in the society, no
medieval treatment sufficing to cure, and no one
spared the suffering, it was left to the conscience
of each individual as to how to meet the end: in
penance or in debauchery?

Svartsot’s own history began in 2005, when the
band arose from the ashes of an earlier and
short-lived embodiment. The 5-piece began with
the intention of mixing brutal, yet melodic metal
with Scandinavian folk and medieval music. The
idea was enhanced later the same year with the
addition of whistles and other folk instruments to
the arrangements. The band’s lyrical universe
had also been set from the start to tell of Danish
folklore and history and growled in the band’'s
mother tongue. Svartsot has undergone various
line-up changes over the years, but has now
found a stable recording line-up for two albums.

Svartsot is constantly in a state of development,
and on this album, the band will be heard to
have diversified from the blueprint of the first 2
albums. In accordance with the nature of this
album’s theme, the music is far darker and more
expressive than on the previous recordings.
Much of the melodic inspiration has been taken

from the medieval
period, while the
arrangements
include several
new elements used
to heighten the
atmosphere.

“‘Maledictus  Eris”
was recorded,
o i, Ee*f mixed, mastered,
nd produced by Lasse Lammert (known for his
work with Alestorm, among others) at his studio
in Libeck, Germany. The photos were taken by
talented young Danish photographer Jonas
Hgjgaard Andersen on location at the 830-year-
old church in Skjern near the band’s home town
of Randers, Denmark. The cover artwork and
layout was created by Hungarian artist Gyula
Havancsak (Grave Digger, Tyr, Stratovarius...).

Line-up:

Thor Bager: Vocals

Cris J.S. Frederiksen: Guitars, Mandolin,
Backing vocals

James Atkin: Bass, Backing vocals

Hans-JdgrgenMartinus Hansen: Whistles,
Swedish bagpipes, Backing vocals

Danni Lyse Jelsgaard: Drums

LasseLammert: Additional guitars

Uffe Dons Petersen: Guest vocals

Official Web Site: www.svartsot.dk
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/svartsot
MySpace: www.myspace.com/svartsot
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